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Russian schemes to expand to the southward.
It will be of interest in the above, connexion to say some-
thing about Russia's traditional policy of expansion to the
southward.
Anglo-Russian relations have an unfortunate history :
the two countries seem fated to be enemies.
As has been explained before, Russia's exit to the North
Sea through the Baltic is blocked, and she has tried to find
others in warm water, through the Dardenelles into the
Mediterranean, through Persia into the Persian Gulf,
through India to the Indian Ocean, through Manchuria
into the Yellow Sea. So far, she has met with no success ; in
the first attempts she was stopped by England, in the last
she was balked by Japan.
In both Persia and Afghanistan, Russia and England
have come into collision. In the former, where Russia
has tried to come south to warm water, she has been checked
by England coming north. The latter is the country through
which Russia could enter India. Both countries are buffer
States, and even in this twentieth century Afghanistan has
no railways, because both Russia and England would
regard them as built for military purposes and therefore do
not want them. The issue is of vital importance to England,
and I will endeavour to give some account of what has
happened.
Russia and England in Afghanistan.
Afghanistan is the road along which invaders of India
have travelled from the times of Darius, King of Persia, in
the sixth century B.C., and of Alexander the Great.
Anglo-Russian troubles go back to 1807, when Napoleon,
.in league with Alexander I of Russia, planned to invade
India through Persia and Afghanistan, and England sent a
mission to both those countries to make a defensive alliance
with them. Since then Russia and England have continually
endeavoured to win over Afghanistan, sometimes one,
sometimes the other gaining an ascendancy.
In August 1907 Sir Edward Grey took advantage of
Russia's inability to engage in further activities, after her
heavy defeat by Japan, to make a Treaty with her and to check
her advance towards India for the time being. In this Treaty
Afghanistan was recognized as a British protectorate whose